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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1959 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Pontardawe  Rural  District  Council. 

Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1959.  The  Report  is  compiled  in  accordance  with 
the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  given  in  Circular 
1/60  (Wales). 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  area  during  the  year  1959  were 
in  keeping  with  those  which  would  be  expected  to  occur  in  a 
rural  district  of  this  kind.  One  case  of  paralytic  poliomyelitis  was 
notified  but  this  person  was  infected  outside  the  area  and  actually 
became  ill  within  48  hours  of  his  arrival  here.  The  local  health 
authority,  Glamorgan  County  Council,  in  common  with  other 
health  authorities  in  Britain  made  available  inoculation  against 
poliomyelitis  to  young  persons  between  the  ages  of  16  and  25. 
This  Council  cooperated  by  permitting  the  use  of  the  clinic  at 
Ynisderw  House  for  evening  inoculation  sessions.  Although  a 
considerable  number  of  these  young  adults  were  inoculated  during 
the  year  the  response  on  the  whole  was  somewhat  disappointing 
and  after  great  initial  interest  following  the  death  of  a well-known 
athlete  from  poliomyelitis,  their  attitude  became  somewhat 
lethargic. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  certain  changing  trends  in  death 
notifications.  During  1959,  396  deaths  occurred;  60  of  these 
deaths  were  attributed  to  cancer  and  12  of  these  cancer  deaths 
were  caused  by  cancer  of  the  lung  or  bronchus.  They  were  all 
males.  It  is  now  established  without  doubt  both  in  this  country,  in 
Western  Europe,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  that  heavy 
cigarette  smokers  are  many  times  more  likely  to  suffer  from  this 
form  of  cancer  than  non-smokers  or  very  light  smokers.,  By 
comparison  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  once  the  great  killer  amongst 
lung  diseases  only  accounted  for  three  deaths  in  1959.  Coronary 
disease  another  cause  of  death  which  is  increasing  in  this  country 
gave  rise  to  64  deaths  during  the  year ; 44  of  these  were  in  males. 
Just  as  many  of  the  lung  cancer  deaths  could  be  prevented  by  the 
reduction  in  the  number  of  persons  smoking  cigarettes  also  it  now 


Page  Two 


seems  probable  that  many  of  the  deaths  occurring  in  middle  aged 
men  from  coronary  thrombosis  are  also  preventable.  Medical 
opinion  has  not  yet  decided  the  exact  cause  of  the  majority  of 
these  deaths  but  it  does  seem  highly  probable  that  lack  of 
exercise  and  over  or  injudicious  eating  are  dangerous..  Opinion 
is  moving  towards  the  recognition  of  the  danger  of  middle  aged 
or  elderly  persons  eating  more  than  a small  amount  of  animal 
fat.  This  would  include  fat  meat,  any  fat  of  animal  origin, 
butter  and  other  milk  products.  It  is  likely  that  the  fats  which 
occur  in  fish  are  not  dangerous. 

The  Public  Health  Department  continued  to  pay  attention  to 
the  considerable  number  of  small  water  supplies  which  are  owned 
by  this  Council  and  are  used  to  supplement  the  main  supply 
which  comes  from  Swansea  Borough’s  reservoir  at  Cray.  The 
ultimate  aim  is  to  connect  as  many  of  these  outlying  villages  and 
hamlets  as  possible  to  the  Cray  mains  water.  During  1959  a 
scheme  was  completed  which  connected  the  hamlet  of 
Penrhiwfarteg  to  the  Ystradgynlais  mains  and  allowed  the  use  of 
an  unsatisfactory  spring  to  be  discontinued.  Further  schemes 
at  Velindre  (Twyn  Extension)  Rhiwfawr,  and  Rhos-Cilybebyll 
are  receiving  consideration.  In  these  cases  it  is  proposed  to 
connect  the  villages  concerned  to  Swansea  Borough  mains. 

The  much  needed  valley  trunk  sewer  is  also  receiving  urgent 
consideration. 

In  December,  1959,  a serious  landslip  occurred  on  the  main 
valley  road  at  Godrergraig.  This  necessitated  urgent  action  by 
the  Health  Department  for  the  rehousing  of  families  living  in 
properties  which  were  damaged  or  threatened.  Indirectly,  it 
appears  that  this  landslide  may  solve  a health  problem  in  the 
area.  It  is  proposed  to  build  a new  main  road  in  the  vallev 
below  the  landslide  area.  This  would  in  part  follow  the  route  of 
the  old  semi-derelict  Swansea  Valley  Canal.  This  canal  has 
proved  a particular  nuisance  in  the  Ystalyfera  and  Godrergraig 
wards  and  its  elimination  will  undoubtedly  cause  a definite 
sanitary  improvement  in  the  upper  part  of  the  valley.,  Below 
Godrergraig  the  canal  has  more  water  in  it  and  does  not  in  the 
main  flow  close  to  dwelling  houses. 


During  the  unusually  warm  and  sunny  summer  good  use  was 
made  of  the  two  open  air  public  swimming  baths  in  the  area. 
One  of  these  is  at  Ystalyfera  and  the  other  at  Clydach.  They 
are  both  well  maintained  by  the  respective  Parish  Councils.  The 
water  in  use  undergoes  continuous  high  pressure  filtration  and  is 
adequately  chlorinated.  These  baths  are  a considerable  asset  to 
the  district. 
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This  Council  continued  to  show  interest  during  the  year  in 
the  fall-out  of  radio-active  Strontium  90  which  occurs  following 
weapon  testing  in  various  parts  of  the  world.  Samples  of  several 
local  water  supplies  were  collected  by  the  Health  Department  and 
sent  away  for  examination  for  total  beta  radio-activity.  The 
amounts  discovered  were  considerably  less  than  the  suggested 
permitted  amounts.  These  results,  of  course,  could  not  show  the 
actual  amount  of  Strontium  90  in  the  water  but  any  serious 
increase  in  the  amount  would  be  reflected  by  an  increase  in  the 
total  beta  activity  in  the  water. 

Lastly,  in  spite  of  the  exceptionally  fine  summer  experienced 
here  the  total  annual  rainfall  measured  at  Wern  House,  Ystalyfera 
was  76.29inches,  the  majority  of  which  fell  in  the  beginning  and 
the  end  of  the  year  in  the  months  of  January,  November  and 
December. 

It  is  desired  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Council  for  their  cooperation  and  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
Department  and  the  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  who 
have  at  all  times  carried  out  their  duties  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

I am.  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  M.  DAVIES 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 

Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  : 

Councillor  D.  G.  Thomas,  J.P. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Dr.  G.  M.  Davies,  M B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

Ieuan  Lewis,  M.B.E.,  F.A.P.H.I.,  C.R.S.H.  (Meat  and  Other  Foods) 
Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors  : 

G.  A.  Rees,  M.A.P.H.I. 

D.  J.  Davies,  M.A.P.H.I.,  C.R.S.H.  (Meat  and  Other  Foods) 

H.  Wynne  Jones,  M.A.P.H.I.,  C.I.Hsg.,  C.R.S.H.  (Meat  and  Other  Foods) 
ADMINISTRATIVE  AND  CLERICAL: 

Senior  Assistant : John  Rogers 

Mary  E.  Davies,  Rufus  Thomas,  Banks  P.  Rees,  Dilys  Stephens 

SECTION  A— STATISTICS 

Area  as  given  on  Ordnance  Maps  34,969  acres 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  mid-year  population  ...  31,580 

Rateable  Value  as  at  1st  April,  1959  £264,778 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  31/3/59  ...  £813  11s.  2 

Live  Births 

Number  416 

Rate  per  1,000  population  (adjusted)  13.30 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  ...  2.16 

Still-births 

Number  14 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births  32.56 

Total  live  and  still-births 430 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1 year)  ...  ...  ...  12 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  ...  28.85 

Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  29.48 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births) 24.04 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week 

per  1,000  total  live  births)  24.04 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Still-births  and  deaths  under 
1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and 

still-births)  55.8] 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

There  were  no  deaths  from  maternal  causes. 

Total  Number  of  Deaths  (all  ages)  396 

Rate  per  1,000  population  (adjusted)  13.67 

Deaths  from  Cancer  60 

Deaths  from  Gastro-enteritis  (under  1 year)  1 
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ESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1959 
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without  the  institution  of  proceedings. 
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INfcVJ  nAlAL 
MORTALITY 
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Deaths  I 
under 
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wn 

VO 

GLAMORGAN  (ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY)  VITAL  STATE 

DEATHS 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Population 

Adjusted 
1 

1 

13.86 

13.93 

13.54 

14.96 

14.03 

13.90 

13.57 

12.13 

15.94 

14.13 
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14.52 
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6901 
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12.70 
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Number 

of 

Deaths 

527,574 
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BIRTHS 

Rate  per 
1.000 

Population 

T3 
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*a 
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< 

16.08 

15.94 

16.49 

14.41 

16.86 

16.01 
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16.27 
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18.74 

15.44 

16.40 

14.03 

18.98 

Number 

ot 

Births 

750,170 

12,122 

8,720 

3,402 

554 

1 

520 

637 

648 

LLZ 

349 

361 

| 148 

714 

Estimated 

Population 

1959 

746,300 

535,900 

210,400 

1 

39,610 

30.540 

37,810 

36,200 

o 

oo 

rf 

T— < 

22,610 

22,010 

10,550 

37,610 

England  and  Wales  - 

Administrative  County 
Urban  Districts 

IV Li t at  

Health  Division.  Constituent  Districts  1 
Aberdare  and  Aberdare  Urban 
Mountain  Ash 

Mountain  Ash  Urban 

Caerphilly  and  Caerphilly  Urban 
Gelligaer 

Gelligaer  Urban 

Mid-Glamorgan  Bridgend  Urban 
Maestee  Urban  .... 

Ogmore  & Garw 
Urban 

Porthcawl  Urban 
Penybont  Rural  .... 
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255  | 

396 

314 

1,338  | 
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14.32 

16.95 

15.12 

18.46 

18.23 

18.20 

16.93 

9.45 

19.65 

14.74 

14.09 

13.30 

14.43 

14.55 

15.24 

14.61 

17.66 

15.75 

OO 

OO 
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18.96 
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I 066 
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19.480  | 

000‘ZI 

31,580  j 

25,730  J 

000‘90I 

Neath  and  Neath  M.B. 

District 

Neath  Rural 

Pontypridd  and  Llantrisant  Rural 
Llantrisant 

Pontypridd  Urban 

Port  Talbot  and  Glyncorrwg  Urban 
Glyncorrwg 

Port  Talbot  M.B. 

South  East  Barry  M.B. 

Glamorgan 

Cardiff  Rural 
Cowbridge  M.B. 
Cowbridge  Rural 
Penarth  Urban 

West  Glamorgan  Gower  Rural 

Pontardawe  Rural 
Llwchwr  Urban 

Rhondda  Rhondda  M.  B. 
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MORTALITY.  Net  Deaths  At  Various  Ages  Under 
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BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS,  1959 
Births 


Live  Bir 

ths 

Still  Bir 

hs 

M. 

F . 

Total 

M. 

F . 

Total 

Total  

241 

175 

416 

Total  

9 

5 

14 

Legitimate 

239 

168 

407 

Legitimate 

8 

5 

13 

Illegitimate 

2 

7 

9 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Infant  Deaths 


Deaths  of  Ini 
1 Year  c 

'ants 
f A 

un 

ge 

der 

Deaths  of  In: 
4 weeks 

'ants 
of  l 

un 

Vge 

der 

Deaths  of  Infants 
1 week  of  A 

. _ i 

un 

ge 

der 

M. 

F. 

Tot. 

M. 

F. 

Tot. 

M. 

F. 

Tot. 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

6 

6 

6 

6 

12 

12 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

5 

5 

5 

5 

10 

10 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

5 

5 

5 

5 

10 

10 

STATISTICAL  TABLE— COMPARISON  OF  POPULATION 
BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS,  1938—1959 


Year 

Registrar  General’s 
Estimate  of  Population 

Live  Births 

Deaths 

Total 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Population 

Total 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Population 

1938 

33,940 

436 

12.8 

412 

12.11 

1939 

33,780 

420 

12.4 

418 

12.3 

1940 

33,220 

484 

13.8 

420 

12.6 

1941 

34,330 

552 

14.6 

407 

11.9 

1942 

32,510 

583 

16.8 

399 

12.3 

1943 

31,550 

570 

17.6 

406 

12.8 

1944 

32,250 

571 

17.7 

411 

12.7 

1945 

32,520 

515 

15.8 

399 

12.3 

1946 

33,160 

576 

17.4 

408 

12.3 

1947 

33,110 

557 

16.8 

426 

12.9 

1948 

32,760 

539 

16.5 

386 

11.8 

1949 

32,780 

472 

14.4 

432 

13.2 

1950 

32,650 

456 

13.97 

462 

14.15 

1951 

32,340 

428 

13.23 

458 

14.16 

1952 

32,110 

468 

14.57 

427 

13.30 

1953 

32,170 

448 

13.93 

425 

13.21 

1954 

32,190 

459 

14.26 

430 

13.36 

1955 

32,170 

432 

13.43 

473 

14.70 

1956 

32,050 

439 

13.97 

477 

16.07 

1957 

31,880 

435 

13.78 

423 

14.46 

1958 

31,750 

426 

13.55 

452 

15.52 

1959 

31,580 

416 

13.30 

396 

13.67 
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BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  1946—1959 


Year 

Live  Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  Population 
(Adjusted) 

Death  Rate  under 
One  Year  per 
1,000  Live  Births 

Death  Rate  per 
1,000  Population 
(Adjusted) 

1946 

17.4 

52.0 

12.3 

1947 

16.8 

45.0 

12.9 

1948 

16.5 

37.1 

11.8 

1949 

14.4 

51.0 

13.2 

1950 

13.97 

35.09 

14.15 

1951 

13.23 

30.37 

14.16 

1952 

14.57 

32.05 

13.30 

1953 

13.93 

49.11 

13.21 

1954 

14.26 

39.22 

13.36 

1955 

13.43 

20.83 

14.70 

1956 

13.97 

27.33 

16.07 

1957 

13.78 

27.59 

14.46 

1958 

13.55 

18.78 

15.52 

1959 

13.30 

28.85 

13.67 
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ACCIDENTAL  DEATHS  (Excluding  Motor  Accidents)  1959 


Sex 

PARISH  OR  WARD 

Cause 

M 

F 

Rhyndwy- 

clydach 

Cilybebyll 

Blaenegel 
& Mawr 

Alltygrug 

Cwmllyn- 

fell 

Cae- 

gurwen 

Multiple  Infarcts  from  Ulcer  of 
Leg  

1 



1 

Asphyxia — Inhalation  of  gas 
working  underground 

1 

i 

Crushed  (at  work)  

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Fall  from  Scaffolding 

(Housing  Site)  

1 

— 

1 

— 

Asphyxia — drowned  in  Sea  .... 

1 

i 

Fall  from  and  run  over  by  an 
electric  train 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Fractured  Femur  

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Burns  

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Buried  by  Rock  Fall  from  cliff 
face  i 

— 

1 

i 

Fall  at  Home  

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

TOTAL 

5 

7 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  ACCIDENTS,  1959 


Sex 

PARISH 

OR  WARD 

Cause 

M 

F 

Rhyndwy- 

clydach 

Gellionenj 

Cilybebyllj 

Godre- 

’rgraig 

Alltygrug 

Fractured  Skull 

Multiple  Injuries — 

(Motor  Cyclist  in 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

collision  with  Car) 
Multiple  Injuries — 
(Pedestrian  knocked  down 

1 

7 



— 

— 

1 

by  Motor  Vehicle) 
Multiple  Injuries — 
(Occupant  of  Car 

~ 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

crushed  by  Lorry) 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

i 

— 

TOTAL 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

i 

I 
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SECTION  B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 


(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

All  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  continued  to  be 
taken  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cockett.  Samples  for 
chemical  analysis  and  samples  in  connection  with  air  pollution 
were  taken  to  the  County  Laboratory  at  Cardiff  as  in  past  years. 

The  number  of  samples  taken  during  1959  was  as  follows  : — 


WATER : 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  Examination 73 

CHEMICAL  Analysis  23 

SWIMMING  BATHS  WATER: 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  Examination 21 

CHEMICAL  Examination  7 


MILK  : 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  Examination 7 


ICECREAM  : 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  Examination 15 

CHEMICAL  Analysis  Nil 


SEWAGE  : 

Effluent  Analysis  ... 


(b)  Welfare  Services,  Hospital  and  Ambulance  Services. 

The  Welfare  and  Ambulance  Services  within  the  area  are 
maintained  by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council.  The  two  hostels, 
one  at  Danybryn,  Ynysmeudwy,  and  the  other  at  Gellygron  House, 
continue  to  fulfil  their  very  useful  role  in  providing  accommodation 
for  aged  persons.  The  ambulance  sub-station  continues  to  be 
operated  from  Ynisderw  House. 

The  two  hospitals  within  the  area,  one  at  Clydach  for  general 
medicine  and  the  other  at  Gellynudd  for  chronic  sick,  continued 
to  be  administered  by  the  Glantawe  Hospital  Management 
Committee. 


During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  approval  was  given  for  the 
use  of  rooms  at  Ynisderw  House  by  the  Glantawe  Hospital 
Management  Committee  for  the  setting  up  of  a Hearing  Aid 
service  for  which  there  is  a growing  demand.  It  is  hoped  that 
this  service,  which  will  provide  for  the  testing  and  repair  of 
hearing  aids  and  the  replacement  of  batteries  will  come  into 
operation  early  in  1960. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  AND  1951. 

No  formal  action  became  necessary  during  the  year  under 
these  Acts  with  regard  to  the  burial  of  unclaimed  dead  or  removal 
of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention.  Hardship  was  however, 
relieved  in  some  cases  through  the  cooperation  of  the  Countv 
Welfare  Department  in  obtaining  hostel  accommodation. 
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SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

AREA 

Water. 

As  in  previous  years  the  main  source  of  supply  is  the  Cray 
Reservoir  of  the  Swansea  Corporation.  Bulk  purchases  during 
1959  for  both  domestic  and  industrial  uses  amounted  to 
approximately  616  million  gallons.  This  mains  supply  is 
supplemented  in  various  outlying  parts  of  the  district  by  tanks 
and  springs  which  are  maintained  by  the  Water  and  Engineering 
Department  of  the  Council.  Works  of  improvement  became 
necessary  in  connection  with  certain  of  these  supplementary 
sources  during  the  year  following  unsatisfactory  results  on  analysis, 
particularly  at  Rhydygwin,  Craigcefnparc,  Coedffaldau,  Rhiwfawr, 
and  Velindre. 

(1)  All  sources  of  supply  are  adequate  and  generally 
satisfactory  as  to  quality  and  quantity. 

(2)  Results  of  analysis  show  the  supplies  are  of  the  nature 
required  for  human  consumption. 

(3)  There  was  no  significant  evidence  of  contamination  by  lead. 

(4)  There  is  no  stand  pipe  system  in  operation  as  most  houses 
are  connected  to  main  supplies. 

Public  Swimming  Baths. 

There  are  two  open  air  swimming  baths  in  the  district,  one 
at  Clydach  and  the  other  one  at  Ystalyfera.  Both  are  open  from 
May  to  September  only.  The  source  of  water  supply  for  the 
Clydach  baths  is  the  Lower  Clydach  river.  The  Ystalyfera  baths 
draw  their  supply  from  a private  spring  on  the  mountainside, 
supplemented  during  dry  weather  by  the  Cray  Mains.  The  water 
at  each  baths  is  continuously  circulated  by  pumping  through  high 
pressure  filters  and  a high  standard  of  purity  is  maintained  by 
additional  chlorination.  The  water  is  changed  several  times 
during  the  season. 

The  baths  are  maintained  by  the  Parish  Councils  concerned, 
samples  of  water  being  taken  from  time  to  time  throughout  the 
summer  by  the  Health  Inspectors  of  this  authority.  Results  were 
on  the  whole  satisfactory,  although  bacterial  count  was  sometimes 
unsatisfactory  at  the  shallow  end  of  the  baths.  When  analysis 
indicated  this  the  position  was  always  corrected  by  stepping  up 
the  dosage  of  chlorine. 

Pollution  of  Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  discharge  of  industrial  wastes  containing  cyanide  into 
the  river  Tawe  both  inside  and  outside  the  area  of  this  Council 
has  caused  some  concern  during  the  year.  The  summer  has  been 
particularly  dry  and  the  dilution  level  of  the  water  so  reduced 
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as  to  cause  a few  unfortunate  incidents  in  which  numbers  of  fish 
have  been  killed.  Appropriate  steps  were  taken  by  the  South 
West  Wales  Rivers  Board  and  the  other  authorities  concerned, 
and  the  fullest  cooperation  of  the  Council’s  Public  Health 
Department  was  given. 

Disinfestation. 

(a)  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

Number  of  (1)  Council  Houses  (i)  Infested 

(ii)  Disinfested  2 

Number  of  (2)  Other  Houses  (i)  Infested  4 

(ii)  Disinfested  4 

(b)  Methods  Employed  in  Disinfesting  Houses. 

The  customary  methods  were  again  found  fully  effective. 

Development  of  Water  Supply  and  of  Sewerage  Schemes. 

The  position  as  regards  the  adequacy  or  suitability  of  existing 
services  is  continually  under  review  by  the  Council.  Details  of 
schemes  at  present  under  consideration  but  upon  which  work  had 
not  been  commenced  at  the  end  of  the  year  are  given  below, 
together  with  information  regarding  schemes  in  progress  or 
completed. 

WATER  SUPPLY  SCHEMES  : 

Penrhiwvarteg 

Felindre — Twyn  Extension  ... 

Rhiwfawr  Improvement 
Rhos  and  District  Improvement 


Completed 

Receiving  consideration 
Receiving  consideration 
Receiving  consideration 


SEWERAGE  SCHEMES: 

Craigcefnparc  Privy  Conversion 

Fforestgoch  

Glais  

Valley  Trunk  Sewer  


(£11,000):  Completed 
Receiving  consideration 
Receiving  consideration 
Receiving  consideration 
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SECTION  D.— HOUSING 


Previous  reports  have  made  reference  to  the  three  main 
aspects  of  housing,  namely,  repair,  demolition  and  relief  of 
overcrowding.  Demolition  of  unfit  properties  is  now  beginning 
to  enter  a new  phase  in  this  area,  that  of  clearance  area  action. 
While  most  of  our  post-war  procedure  has  been  that  of  dealing 
with  individual  unfit  houses  the  end  of  the  year  saw  the  first  moves 
in  large  scale  attack  on  the  slum  problem  particularly  in  the 
Godrergraig  area  where  road  subsidence  has  indicated  land 
instability  which  must  in  its  turn  have  an  effect  upon  houses. 

The  gross  overcrowding  of  premises  is,  save  for  a few  isolated 
instances,  not  nationally  met  with  in  this  day  and  age.  Pre-war 
slum  clearance  action  removed  many  of  the  slum  houses  and  the 
number  of  Council  houses  constructed  since  the  war  has  eliminated 
most  of  our  overcrowding  problems  at  least  of  a statutory  level 
of  overcrowding.  There  remain,  however,  numerous  cases  which 
while  not  falling  within  statutory  definition  still  create  problems 
of  living  that  can  only  be  dealt  with  by  transference  to  a larger 
house. 

The  Council’s  high  rate  of  building  still  continues  and  this 
enables  many  problems  to  be  solved  and  the  tendency  lately 
displayed  of  building  more  three  bedroomed  houses  will  no  doubt 
prove  beneficial  in  the  future.  It  is  noted  that  most  families  today 
awaiting  rehousing  indicate  a desire  for  a house  with  two 
downstairs  living  rooms. 

The  report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  indicates  the 
action  taken  by  the  Department  in  the  inspection  and  repair  of 
dwelling  houses  during  the  year. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  APPLICANTS  REHOUSED.  SUMMARY  OF  WARDS.  Year:  1959 
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ANALYSIS  OF  APPLICANTS  REHOUSED.  SUMMARY  FOR  THE  YEARS  1946—1959 


Number 
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SECTION  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD 


MILK 

SUMMARY  OF  REGISTRATIONS  UNDER  THE 
MILK  REGULATIONS 


Parish  of 

F 

o 

T3 

Purpose  for  which 
Registered 

Rhyn- 

dwy- 

clydach 

Llan- 

guicke 

Cily- 

bebyll 

puoiu 
■ isiux 

L. 

s 

a 

5 
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Area 

Total 

Registert 

Distributors 

4 
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— 

— 
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9 

Total  Registrations 

10 

38 

14 

8 



5 

15 

90 

Milk  Supply 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  being 
responsible  for  milk  production  the  Department’s  duties  begin 
when  the  retailer  leaves  the  farm  premises.  Action  has  been 
taken  during  the  year  to  ensure  that  milk  is  hygienically  distributed 
and  stored  and  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination. 

The  whole  of  the  Council’s  area  is  now  covered  by  the 
regulations  which  ensure  that  milk  of  special  designation  only  is 
sold.  The  day  of  the  raw  ungraded  milk  is  over  and  the 
steps  taken  to  ensure  the  cleanliness  and  safety  of  milk  appear 
successful. 


Page  Twentytnree 


Milk  Samples 

The  results  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  for  bacteriological 
and  biological  purposes  are  as  follows.  Examinations  were  made 
at  the  Swansea  Public  Health  Laboratory. 


Laboratory 

No. 

Taken 

No. 

Satis- 

factory 

No. 

Unsatis- 

factory 

% 

Satis- 

factory 

Public  Health  Laboratory,  Swansea 
Bacteriological  Examination 

5 

5 

100% 

Biological  Examination  

2 

2 

— 

100% 

Icecream 

The  manufacture  of  icecream  is  today  largely  centralised  1 
either  at  national  or  regional  level.  Large  scale  factory  production 
enables  the  standard  product  to  be  manufactured  and  the? 
regulations  ensure  that  the  standard  product  is  retailed  in  a heatt 
controlled  and  powdered  state.  Some  icecream  is  still 
manufactured  in  the  neighbourhood  but  the  results  of  all  samples  * 
taken  during  the  year  are  satisfactory. 

Samples  were  collected  during  the  year  and  taken  to  the? 
Swansea  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination.  Details  are. 
as  follows  : — 


No.  of  samples  taken  : 

15 

No. 

% 

Provisional  Grade  1 : Satisfactory  

13 

86.6 

„ 2 : Fairly  Satisfactory  

1 

6.6 

„ „ 3 : Fair  only  

— 

— ll 

„ 4 : Unsatisfactory 

1 

6.6 
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SUMMARY  OF  REGISTRATIONS 


(FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955,  SECTION  16) 


Purposes  for  which 
Registered 

PARISH  OR  WARD 

Clyd. 

Gell. 

V- 

1 

S 

'5 

>■< 

0 

B.&M. 

God. 

Allt. 

c 

S 

U 

Cae. 

i 

Regis- 

tered 

Manufacture 
and  Sale  : 

(i)  Complete 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Cold  Mix 
(ii)  Hot  Mix 

1 

1 

1 

— 

3 

Sale  : 

(i)  Prepacked 

20 

6 

6 

— 

4 

11 

6 

16 

2 

11 

82 

(ii)  Loose 

Total  Registered 

21 

6 

6 

— 

4 

13 

7 

17 

3 

12 

89 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1958. 


The  following  foodstuffs  were  sampled  by  the  County 
Sampling  Officers  in  the  Pontardawe  Rural  District  during  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1959.  We  wish  to  express  our  thanks 
to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  supplying  us  with 
these  figures. 


Almonds  (ground)  ...  9 

Apples  

Arrowroot  

Aspirins 2 

Baking  Powder 2 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda  ...  2 

Boracic  Acid  Powder  ... 

Borax  

Butter  9 

Cake  Sponge  Mix  etc  ...  13 

Calves’  Foot  Jelly 
Camphorated  Oil 

Cereals 1 

Cheese  Spread 1 

Chicken  (minced) 

Chocolate  Spread 
Cod  Liver  Oil  ... 

Coffee  & Chicory  ...  1 

Colouring  t 3 


Marmalade  3 

Marzipan  

Meat  Paste  4 

Meat  Products  (canned)  15 

Milk  176 

Mincemeat  4 

Mint  Sauce  1 

Mustard 

Olive  Oil  1 

Orange  & Lemon  Curd  5 

Parsley  & Sage  (dried)  1 

Pastry  Mix  5 

Peas  (dried)  2 

Peel  (mixed)  1 

Pepper  9 

Pickles  2 

Pudding  (canned)  ...  5 

Rice  7 

Sago  9 
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Condensed  Milk 
Cooking  Fat 
Cornflour 

Cream  

Dessicated  Coconut 
Dessert  Powder  ... 
Evaporated  Milk 
Fish  (canned)  ... 
Fish  Paste 
Flavouring 

Flour  

Fruit  (canned)  ... 
Fruit  (dried) 

Gelatine 

Glace  Cherries  ... 

Glucose 

Glycerine 
Gravy  Browning 
Health  Salts  ... 

Honey  

Ice  Cream 
Icing  Sugar 

Jam  

Lard  

Lentils  

Macaroni 

Margarine 

Mussels 

Ravioli  


Salad  Cream  

Sauces  

Semolina  

Shredded  Beef  Suet 

Soda  Water  

Soft  Drinks  

Soft  Drink  Powder 

Soup  (canned)  

Spaghetti  (canned) 

Spices  

Stomach  Powder 

Sugar  

Sweets  

Syrup  

Table  Jelly  

Tapioca  

Tea  

Treacle 

Vegetables  (canned) 

Vinegar  

Vitamin  Tabs  etc 

Cordial 

Cockles 

Curry  Powder  

Fish  Cakes  

Liquid  Paraffin 

Sausages 

Peanut  Butter  

TOTAL  ... 


2 

13 

5 

6 

1 

5 

6 

7 

2 

22 

2 

2 

2 

3 

1 

15 

3 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

& 

Bulls 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  

955 

377 

576 

26,932 

2,562 

Number  Inspected  

955 

377 

576 

26,932 

2,562 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticercosis 
Whole  Carcases  Condemned 

2 

2 

7 



Carcases  of  which  Some  Part  or 
Organ  was  condemned 

328 

262 

8 

10,948 

761 

Percentage  of  Number 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticercosis 

34.3% 

69.5% 

1.7% 

40.7% 

29.6 

Tuberculosis  Only 
Whole  Carcases  Condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  Some  Part  or 
Organ  was  condemned 

7 

2 

— 

— 

75 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

0.73% 

3.53% 

— 

— 

2.92% 

Cysticercosis 

2 cases  were  found  during  the  year 
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eu 


Total 

OO  Tf  — «— c 

c3 

Dec. 

1 1 1 1 1 I 1 

1 

Nov. 

1 | " | ~ | - 

Oct. 

1 1 " 1 1 1 1 

Sept. 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

Aug. 

1 1 1 " 1 1 1 

July 

" 1 1 1 1 1 1 

June 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

May 

1 1 1 1 1 - 1 

- 

April 

1 " 1 1 1 1 1 

<N 

ip  jvfy 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

Feb.  • 

~ | ^ " 1 1 1 

VO 

Jan. 

- 1 " 1 1 1 1 

m 

Disease 

Measles  

Pneumonia  

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough  

Dysentery  

Poliomyelitis  

Erysipelas  

TOTALS  
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PARTICULARS  OF  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS  DURING 

THE  YEAR,  1959 


Total 

rf  <N  00  — <-« 

<N 

WARD  OR  PARISH 

Godrer- 

graig 

- | - | | | | 

<N 

Cw  ra- 
lly nf  ell 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

Ynis- 

ymond 

1 1 - 1 1 1 1 

- 

Allt-y- 

grug 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

Garn- 
swllt  & 
Velin- 
dre 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

£ fej 

2 3 $ 
i 8 a 

0 00 

1 1 1 ! 1 1 1 

1 

■ 

•B  g 

1 1 1 1 1 

cr 

cs  m | | | *-< 

Ov 

Cily- 

bebyll 

1 1 " 1 1 1 1 

n 

Clyd- 

ach 

1 1 - * 1 1 1 

\r\ 

Disease 

Measles  

Pneumonia 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Dysentery  

Poliomyelitis 

Erysipelas  

TOTALS  
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CANCER  DEATHS— 1959 
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CANCER  DEATHS— LUNG  AND  BRONCHUS— 1947-1959 


Year 

Sex 

Total 

Clydach 

Pontardawe 

Ystalyfera 

Gwauncae- 

gurwen 

1947 

1M 

6 

6 



(F 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1948 

(M 

9 

3 

1 

2 

3 

IF 

1 

1 

— 

1949 

JM 

12 

8 

3 

1 

If 

— 

— 

— 

1950 

9 

3 

2 

1 

3 

IF 

— 

— 

— 

1951 

7 

5 

1 

1 



IF 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1952 

12 

9 

2 



1 

If 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1953 

jM 

21 

14 

3 

3 

1 

IF 

1 

1 

— 

1954 

(M 

2 

1 



, 

1 

IF 

3 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1955 

(M 

16 

4 

4 

6 

2 

If 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1956 

IF 

17 

8 

3 

4 

2 

1957 

IF 

10 

4 

3 

1 

2 

{ 

1958 

JM 

IF 

18 

10 

3 

2 

3 

1959 

(M 

12 

3 

4 

1 

4 

IF 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

LIST  OF  SCARLET  FEVER  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1959 


Age  Groups 

Total 

Sex 

WARD  OR  PARISH 

Blaen  ;gel 
and  Mawr 

Godrer- 

graig 

Ynidy- 

mond 

Clydach 

Cily- 

bebyli 

1 — 5 years 

2 

M 



i 

1 





1 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 10  years 

2 

M 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

F 

2 

1 

TOTALS 

8 

3 

i 

1 

1 

2 
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CANCER  DEATHS  1946—1959 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


AGES 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 — 1 Year 

1 — 4 Years  

5 — 14  Years  

15 — 24  Years  

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—34  Years  

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

35—44  Years  ...... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 — 54  Years  ..... 

2 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 



55—64  Years  

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 



Age  unknown  

Totals  

7 

8 

1 

— 

3 

— 1 — 

1 

— ■ 1 ' ■ 

Rate  of  Incidence  of  New  Cases  : 0.5  per  1,000  population. 


Death  Rate  from  this  Disease  : 0.125  per  1,000  population. 




NUMBER  OF  CASES  ON  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 
AT  THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE  YEAR,  1959 


Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory  and 
Non-Respiratory 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

Total 

153 

166 

319 

33 

32 

65 

384 

Rate  of  Incidence:  12.0  per  1,000  population. 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  ON  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 
AT  THE  END  OF  THE  YEAR,  1959 


Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory  and 
Non-Respiratory 

M 

F 

Total 

M 1 F 

Total 

Total 

159 

176 

335 

34  31 

65 

400 

Rate  of  Incidence:  12.5  per  1,000  population. 
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PARTICULARS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  DEATHS  1948—1959 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Total 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

Total 
Deaths 
All  Forms 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

1948 

18 

10 

28 

— 

1 

1 

29 

1949 

17 

4 

21 

1 

1 

2 

23 

1950 

10 

10 

20 

1 

2 

3 

23 

1951 

8 

8 

16 

— 

1 

1 

17 

1952 

13 

3 

16 

— 

1 

1 

17 

1953 

12 

1 

13 

1 

1 

2 

15 

1954 

8 

2 

10 

2 

— 

2 

12 

1955 

7 

2 

9 

— 

— 

— 

9 

1956 

1 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1957 

5 

2 

7 

— 

2 

2 

9 

1958 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1959 

3 

— 

3 

— 

1 

1 

4 
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RAINFALL  IN  1959 — AT  WERN  HOUSE,  YSTALYFERA 


Month 

Total 

Depth 

Greatest  fall  in 
24  hours 

Number  of 
days  with 
.01  or  more 
recorded 

Inches 

Date 

Inches 

January  

8.51 

17/1/59 

2.12 

18 

February  ; 

.78 

9/2/59 

.37 

7 

March  

7.01 

6/3/59 

1.31 

22 

April  

6.83 

25/4/59 

1.30 

21 

May  

1.47 

3/5/59 

.23 

13 

June  ...,  i 

5.95 

24/6/59 

2.40 

18 

July  

5.85 

16/7/59 

1.65 

15 

August 

1.65 

13/8/59 

.50 

14 

September  i 

.75 

25/9/59 

.46 

2 

October  

8.83 

26/10/59 

1.63 

18 

November  

13.54 

2/11/59 

1.29 

22 

December  . . .'  

15.10 

19/12/59 

1.88 

29 

TOTALS 

76.27 

339 

Rain  Gange. 

Diameter  of  Funnel — 5 inches. 

Height  of  top — Above  ground,  1 foot  6 inches 
Above  Sea  Level,  240  feet. 

Our  thanks  are  expressed  to  Miss  Lily  Williams  for  supplying  us  with 
these  figures. 
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CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  SHOPS’  INSPECTOR’S 
ANNUAL  REPORT,  1959 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I am  pleased  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  1959. 

The  matters  contained  in  the  pages  indicate  how  wide  is  the 
field  of  public  health  and  how  varied  are  the  matters  dealt  with 
by  your  Public  Health  Department.  Environmental  hygiene  in 
its  basic  principles  may  be  broken  down  into  ensuring  that  the 
conditions  under  which  a person  is  housed  are  conducive  to  good 
health  ; that  all  matters  entering  the  premises  such  as  air,  food 
and  water  are  pure  and  that  all  waste  matters  emanating  from 
the  premises  are  so  disposed  as  not  to  prejudice  health.  While 
this  may  be  over  simplification  the  report  will  indicate  how  diverse 
are  the  functions  in  practice. 

In  the  field  of  air  pollution  we  have  continued  to  record 
readings  of  deposited  material  and  sulphur  dioxide.  In  the 
industrial  field  we  have  dealt  with  air  pollution  nuisance  emanating 
from  three  separate  sources  and  have  resolved  two  of  the  three 
problems. 

Slum  clearance  is  still  proceeding  but  the  improvement  of 
properties  originally  considered  for  future  action  has  proceeded 
to  such  an  extent  that  it  has  been  necessary  to  revise  the  original 
programme  to  a lesser  15  year  target.  In  this  respect  your 
Council’s  policy  of  improvement  grants  has  played  a considerable 
part.  The  greatest  slum  clearance  problem  of  course,  as  has 
been  previously  stated  lies  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Swansea 
Valley.  The  reasons  for  this  are  obvious  and  have  their  root  in 
the  valley’s  early  industrial  development. 

Collection  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  has  proceeded  on 
accustomed  lines  and  details  are  given  of  cost  comparisons.  Your 
Council  has  this  year  introduced  diesel  vehicles  and  these  have 
proved  both  economical  and  efficient.  Litter  is  basically  a matter 
for  public  education  and  already  an  improvement  is  noticable. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  steps  reported  in  these  pages  will  even 
further  enhance  the  public  consciousness.  The  report  is  submitted 
with  the  full  knowledge  that  the  measures  referred  to  have  at  all 
times  received  your  Council’s  support  and  encouragement. 

PART  1.— GENERAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

Inspections  for  the  Year,  1959. 

(a)  All  types  of  premises  under  Public  Health  and 

Housing  Acts  3,952 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases  100 

(c)  Dairies,  Milkshops,  etc 15 
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(d)  Factories  and  Workplaces  102 

(e)  Verminous  Premises  72 

(f)  Miscellaneous  (including  Food  Stores  and 

Butchers’  Shops)  1,330 

(g)  Inspections  under  Prevention  of  Damage  by 

Pests  Act,  1950  923 

(h)  Inspections  under  Shops  Act,  1950  587 

(i)  Inspections  of  Licensed  Premises  154 


(j)  Meat  Inspection — see  appropriate  section  of  report. 


Public  Cleansing. 

(a)  REFUSE  COLLECTION. 


(i)  Direct  Labour  Collection. 


The  collection  of  refuse  has  continued  on  the  same  basis  as 
that  of  previous  years.  The  content  of  refuse  changes  from  time 
to  time  for  a number  of  reasons.  Over  recent  years  there  has 
been  a tendency  for  ash  content  to  diminish  and  for  volume  to 
increase  due  to  modern  sales  packaging  trends.  Should  this 
continue  it  must  of  necessity  have  some  effect  upon  operational 
procedures.  The  increased  volume  of  refuse  with  a diminishing 
weight  dictates  larger  capacity  vehicles  with  some  form  of 
compressor  system.  The  7 cubic  yard  vehicles  operated  in  tne 
area  over  a number  of  years  will  possibly  be  found  inadequate 
and  10  cubic  yard  compressor  vehicles  more  economical  to  operate. 


Collection  frequency  has  been  maintained  at  the  normal  rate 
of  daily  collections  from  main  roads  and  three  times  per  week 
for  all  other  premises.  The  high  frequency  is  possible  due  to  a 
kerb  side  pick-up  system  and  collection  times  are  so  closely 
adhered  to  that  householders  can  place  out  their  refuse  loi 
collection  only  a short  time  before  the  vehicle  is  due  In  areas 
such  as  this  where  kerb  side  collection  is  unavoidable  due  to  the 
high  proportion  of  terraced  houses  with  inadequate  back  access 
the  good  standard  of  collection  can  be  maintained  so  long  as  the 
cardinal  principles  of  regularity  and  high  frequency  are  observed. 

The  measures  taken  by  the  Council  to  provide  litter  bins  have 
proved  worthwhile.  The  presence  of  a bin  in  the  street  is  a 
continuing  challenge  to  the  conscience  of  the  pubhc  who  wit l ou 
its  constant  reminder  might  create  litter  moie  without  thought 
than  with  direct  intention.  It  has  been  found  in  practice  that 
the  high  rainfall  of  the  valleys  makes  metal  bins  unsuitable  as 
thev  corrode  quickly.  It  will  be  more  economic  in  the  future  to 
useY  bins  of  fibre  glass  or  heavy  galvanized  metal.  In  general 
the  public  treat  the  bins  well  and  there  is  a noteworthy  absence 
of  deUberate  damage.  The  average  person  is  not  by  na  are 
inclined  to  cause  litter  but  tends  in  the  absence  of  a bin 


Page  Thirtycight 


ORGANISATION  I VEHICLES  AND  PERSONNEL 
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General  u^*  *a  2.  ton  5 cu. 

Replace-  All  areas  as  required  during  emergencies  or  yard  all  steel  20/10/46 

ment  covered  body 


easy  reach  to  dispose  of  litter  on  the  street  rather  than  clutter 
his  pockets.  The  only  answer,  therefore,  is  an  adequate  number 
of  bins  placed  at  sites  selected  after  continual  observation  and 
regular  emptying. 

(ii)  Refuse  Disposal. 

Disposal  has  continued  on  the  same  sites  as  those  referred  to 
in  previous  reports.  The  Craigcefnparc  Rhyddwen  site  levelling 
scheme  is  still  continuing  and  as  there  is  a “ combined  operation  ” 
between  this  Authority  and  the  Mawr  Parish  Council,  is  likely 
in  due  course  to  add  considerably  to  the  amenities  of  that  area. 

On  the  instructions  of  the  committee  a new  disposal  site  was 
commenced  during  the  year  at  the  fairfield,  Pontardawe.  The 
area  concerned  is  liable  to  flooding,  and  is  at  the  moment  of  no 
practical  use.  The  acquisition  of  the  land  by  the  Authority  and 
its  development  as  a long  term  tipping  site  could  effect  a valuable 
scheme  of  land  reclamation.  The  site  is  at  present  traversed  by- 
land  drains  which  would  need  to  be  culverted  but  its  position  near 
to  the  Alloy  Works  and  on  the  valley  bottom  would  render  site 
preparation  worthwhile.  Such  a levelling  scheme  could  not, 
however,  be  undertaken  without  mechanical  equipment  and  so  the 
Authority  is  at  present  giving  active  consideration  to  this  matter. 

It  is  regrettably  again  necessary  to  refer  to  the  continual 
damage  to  tip  fences  by  farm  animals.  The  ravages  of  Foot  and 
Mouth  Disease  and  the  continual  outbreaks  that  occur  from  time 
to  time  in  this  country  should  make  farmers  more  aware  of  the 
risks  they  run.  During  this  last  year  the  assistance  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  has  been  sought  in  bringing  pressure  to  bear  012 
farmers  whose  land  is  near  to  refuse  tips. 


(iii)  Refuse  Costing. 

The  total  cost  of  refuse  collection  cannot  be  compared  on  a 
national  or  regional  basis  as  a gross  figure  or  a rate  proportion 
statistic.  It  is  necessary  to  relate  it  to  unit  costs.  For  this 
reason  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  annually 
seeks  information  from  some  400-500  selected  authorities  through- 
out the  country.  Pontardawe  is  one  of  the  57  rural  districts 
included  in  the  returns  published  annually  by  this  Ministry.  I he 
return  breaks  down  collection  and  disposal  costs  undei  the  three 
headings  of  cost  per  ton,  per  1,000  population  and  per  1.0a 
houses.  As  weighing  practices  differ  it  is  accepted  generally  that 
the  two  latter  factors  namely,  costs  per  1,000  population  and  per 
1 000  houses  provide  a more  valuable  comparative  guide  1 he 
latest  information  available  (1958-1959)  shows  your  authority* 
costs  under  these  heads  in  relation  to  the  national  average  as 

follows  : — 
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Collection  and  Disposal 


£ 

£ 

Area 

Per  1,000 

Per  1,000 

Population 

Houses 

Pontardawe  R.D.C. 

498 

1,550 

National  Average 

831 

2,193 

(all  authorities) 

These  statistical  returns  offer  an  interesting  comparison 
between  frequency  of  collection  and  the  costs  incurred. 

(iv)  Contracts. 

Contract  collections  continued  at  Velindre,  Gamswllt, 
Cwmllynfell,  Rhiwfawr,  Cwmcerdinen  and  Tynyberllan.  These 
areas  constitute  but  a fraction  of  the  whole  district  but  as  they 
cannot  be  served  by  a direct  labour  collection  the  present  system 
satisfactorily  ensures  regular  removal  of  household  refuse. 

(b)  NIGHT  SOIL  REMOVAL. 

Contract  collection  of  night  soil  is  carried  out  in  the  two 
areas  below,  the  number  of  pails  collected  annually  being  also 
indicated. 

No.  of  Pails  Removed 
Area  during  the  year  1959 

Rhiwfawr  2,783 

Ynysymond 5,292 


8,075 


Contract  collection  of  night  soil  is  carried  out  in  that  portion 
of  Rhiwfawr  which  could  not  be  included  in  the  post-war  sewerage 
scheme,  at  Glais,  Cilybebyll  and  Velindre.  The  number  of  houses 
is  small  and  the  areas  consist  of  those  where  sewering  is  either 
impracticable  or  financially  prohibitive.  Collection  in  all  cases 
is  weekly  and  disposal  effected  by  the  contractor. 

The  Council’s  projected  small  schemes  in  the  Cilybebyll  area 
and  at  Ynysymond  will  undoubtedly  lower  still  further  the  very 
small  percentage  of  houses  in  the  area  without  sewerage  facilities. 

(c)  STREET  CLEANING. 

The  cleansing  of  streets  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council 
which  is  the  Highway  Authority.  In  the  course  of  their  street 
sweeping  activities  they  claim  that  part  of  the  material  removed 
is  matter  for  which  the  District  Council  as  a sanitary  authority 
is  responsible  and  for  some  years  now  your  Council  in  common 
with  other  County  District  Councils  has  paid  a proportion  of  the 
cleansing  costs. 
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Acting  on  your  Council’s  instructions  surveys  have  from  time 
to  time  been  made  in  order  to  see  if  the  work  has  been  carried 
out  satisfactorily.  The  County  Council  uses  a Lewin  sweeper 
and  the  work  is  in  the  main  carried  out  satisfactorily.  Complaints 
sometimes  arise  due  to  parked  cars  causing  obstruction  which  the 
sweeper  has  to  skirt  around.  Since  the  advent  of  litter  bins, 
however,  there  is  less  complaint,  and  it  might  well  be  that  a litter 
conscious  public  using  the  bins  provided  by  this  Authority  may 
eventually  reduce  litter  to  such  proportions  that  the  Council 
might  think  a revision  or  even  elimination  of  the  County 
Council  payment  justifiable. 

Factories  Acts,  1937  to  1959. 

Section  34  of  the  Act  requiring  certification  of  means  of 
escape  in  case  of  fire  has  been  implemented  in  respect  of  all 
factories.  Your  Officers  have  sought  and  at  all  times  received 
the  advice  of  the  Glamorgan  County  Fire  Services  through  its 
Fire  Protection  Officer.  It  would  appear  that  forthcoming 
legislation  would  seek  to  transfer  the  section  of  the  Act  dealing 
with  means  of  escape  from  fire  to  the  hire  Services  who  would 
then  liasion  with  the  local  authority  on  byelaw  matters.  Such 
a measure  would  be  entirely  logical  and  one  which  apart  from 
the  actual  issuing  of  certificates  has  been  operated  in  this  area 
in  essence  for  a number  of  years.  As  a health  authority  we  aie 
more  concerned  with  the  powers  that  deal  with  overciowding, 
cleanliness,  sanitary  accommodation,  and  water  supply  in  factories 
and  together  with  the  Factories  Inspector  with  whom  excellent 
liasion  is  maintained  should  be  able  to  improve  conditions  of 
working. 

The  supervision  of  industrial  canteens  is  as  is  later  referred 
to  in  the  Food  Hygiene  Section  a matter  of  increasing  importance 
and  full  attention  has  been  paid  during  the  year  to  this  point. 


Rodent  Destruction. 

This  year  has  seen  a change  of  Ministerial  policy  which  has 
been  in  operation  since  the  end  of  the  war,  namely,  that  of  gian 
aid.  The  financial  system  generally  has  been  maintained  and  the 
service  is  now  locally  financed.  This  has  made  no  difference  to 
the  system  of  operation  nor  to  the  service  extended  to  the  public 
The  accompanying  table  indicates  the  number  of  infestations  deal 
with  and  baits  laid  during  the  year  under  review.  The  rural 
district  by  its  topography  and  development  creates  problems  o 
rat  infestation.  The  main  valley  is  traversed  for  its  whole  length 
bv  a river  and  a canal  the  banks  of  which  provide  excellent 
harbourage  The  early  industrial  development  of  the  valley 
left  in  fis  wake  disused  works  and  culverts  which  also  provide 
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breeding  places.  The  practice  by  some  persons  of  throwing  food 
scraps  in  the  vicinity  of  canal  and  river  banks  does  much  to 
increase  infestations.  It  has  been  noticed  that  the  last  year,  in 
spite  of  increasing  activity  by  rodent  destruction  service  has 
brought  an  increasing  number  of  complaints.  As  previously 
stated,  climatic  conditions  such  as  mild  winters  probably  account 
for  much  of  this. 

In  October  of  this  year,  Mr.  J.  E.  Jones,  the  rodent  operative, 
suffered  an  accident  while  at  work  which  caused  an  extended 
absence.  Alternative  arrangements  for  treatment  had  to  be  made 
and  the  service  now  being  re-organized  on  a mobile  basis  used 
the  disinfesting  van.  This  mobility  has  enabled  the  Department 
to  keep  pace  with  the  increasing  demands  on  the  service. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949— It  has  not  been 
necessary  during  the  year  to  take  any  formal  action  under  this  Act. 

Housing,  Repair,  Overcrowding  and  Demolition. 


(a)  Repair. 

Action  has  been  taken  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
during  the  year  to  obtain  repair  of  premises  by  service  of  notice 
under  the  various  sections  of  that  Act.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  in  no  instance  has  it  been  necessary  actually  to  take 
proceedings  in  respect  of  nuisance  abatement  although  in 
numerous  instances  the  Council  resolved  to  do  so  this 

indication  of  the  Council’s  intention  was  found  to  be  sufficient 
for  the  work  to  be  carried  out. 

The  effect  of  the  Rent  Act,  1957,  has  been  noticeable  in  so 
far  as  its  repair  clauses  are  concerned.  There  is  no  doubt  a 
willingness  on  the  part  of  the  tenant  to  pay  a fair  rental  for  a ht 
houseg  This  has  resulted  in  a number  of  premises  being  brought 
up  to'  standard  after  the  service  of  Form  G.  without  recourse  to 
the  Department.  In  other  cases  the  issue  by  the  Council  o 
certificates  of  disrepair  has  resulted  in  a great  deal  of ^ork  be,„g 
carried  out.  The  summary  of  action  under  the  Rent  Ac.  . 

tabulated  below 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  granted  ... 

Number  of  Undertakings  given  by  Landlords 

Number  of  Certificates  cancelled  during  year 

(b)  Overcrowding. 

The  comments  made  in  previous  years  regarding  *e  absence 
of  gross  overcrowding  and  the  decline  of  even  border  line 
overcrowding  may  again  be  re-stated.  During  the  year  31  families 
S "dfiions  deemed  overcrowded  within  the  definition  of 
the  Council’s  Points  Scheme  were  rehoused. 


10 

Nil 

1 
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(c)  Demolition  and  Closure. 

Principal  action  under  the  Housing  Acts  has  rested  upon  the 

individual  unfit  house  procedure  and  tabulated  below  are  the 
results  of  action  taken  in  the  various  wards.  Towards  the 
end  of  the  year,  however,  earth  movement  over  a wide  area  in 
Godrergraig  made  it  apparent  that  some  action  in  respect  of  slum 
clearance  would  have  to  be  taken  and  a complete  survey  of  the 
valley  houses  in  this  area  over  a mile  and  a half  distance  was 
initiated.  At  the  same  time  action  was  taken  to  commence  slum 
clearance  procedure  in  respect  of  properties  vacated. 


WARD 

Order 

Closing 

Demolition 

Order 

Undertaking 

Accepted 

Undertakings 

Cancelled 

Cilybebyll  

— 

— 

2 

— 

Alltygrug 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Rhyndwyclydach 

— 

— 

— 

Gellionen 

— 

— 

8 

— 

Caegurwen 

— 

1 

7 

— 

Blaenegel  & Mawr 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Cwmllynfell  

— 

— 

2 

— 

Ynysymond  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Godrergraig 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Mawr 

— 

1 

3 

— 

TOTAL 

— 

2 

28 

2 

Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  During  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 


housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  and 

Housing  Acts  775 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  2,126 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation 32 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 

not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation  603 


Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 
formal  Notices : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ..  ...  172 
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Action  under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year  : 


(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  .. 

(a)  by  Owners  

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  by  Owners 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1957  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Premises  in  respect  of  which  Undertakings  to 

repair  were  accepted 

(3)  Undertakings  cancelled  

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  18  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  • • • 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined  the  tenements  or  rooms  having  been 
rendered  fit  


Nil 

2 

Nil 

105 

3 

Nil 


2 

28 

7 


Nil 


Nil 


Housing  Act,  1957— Part  I— Overcrowding. 


(a) 


(b) 

(c) 


(d) 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
during  the  year  

(1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  • • ■ • 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  o 
overcrowding  ...  


107 

120 

484 


26 


52 

208 


Nil 
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(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  Nil 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

One  Common  Lodging  House  only  remains  in  the  area  and 
this  was  registered  during  the  year  as  a satisfactory  premises. 
The  occupants  are  permanent  residents  and  there  is  little  if  any 
casual  use. 

Land  Charges. 

A total  of  359  land  charges  inquiries  were  dealt  with 
departmentally  during  the  year.  These  were  distributed  on  Ward 
basis  as  follows  : — 


Ynysymond 

7 

Gellionen  

28 

Cilybebyll  

49 

Craigcefnparc 

11 

Blaenegel  & Mawr 

64 

Godrergraig 

6 

Alltygrug  

41 

Cwmllynfell 

9 

Caegurwen 

53 

Velindre/Garnswllt  . . . 

9 

Clydach  

82 

Atmospheric  Pollution. 

The  main  content  of  valley  pollution  is  as  in  previous  years 
the  result  of  coal  or  oil  combustion  at  the  main  industrial  premises 
of  the  area.  Air  Pollution  Recording  Stations  for  the  determination 
of  deposited  solid  matter  and  the  assessment  of  sulphur  dioxide  are 
maintained  at  the  Council  Offices,  Pontardawe,  and  the  County 
Yard,  Clydach.  The  Clydach  station  is  regarded  as  mobile  and 
from  time  to  time  readings  are  taken  from  alternative  sites.  The 
prevailing  wind  is  so  persistently  south-westerly  that  movement  of 
the  stand  within  reasonable  limits  can  be  undertaken  without 
detriment  to  the  value  of  the  results. 

During  the  year  the  Department’s  Inspectors  attended  with  the 
Council’s  approval  a series  of  lectures  organized  by  the  Association 
of  Public  Health  Inspectors  at  Bridgend.  The  lectures  were  given 
by  Fuel  Efficiency  and  Health  Experts. 

Action  Taken  During  the  Year. 

(a)  General. 

From  time  to  time  observations  are  made  on  industrial  stacks 
in  the  area.  Excessive  discharges  are  sometimes  noted  and  reported 
immediately  to  the  management.  The  discharges  in  colour  and 
duration  do  not  constitute  an  offence  and  are  usually  due  to  the 
^uman  element  at  fuel  loading  level.  All  managements  have  proved 
>'ery  cooperative  and  anxious  from  the  economic  aspect  to  reduce 
pollution  to  its  lowest  minimum. 
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(b)  Combustion  of  Paint  Residues* 

An  industrial  undertaking  in  the  area  found  difficulty  in 
disposing  of  paint  residues  left  in  the  spraying  bays.  They  were 
semi-solid  in  state  and  resinous  in  combustion.  They  were  slightly 
inflammable  burning  with  a smoky  flame  which  caused  complaint 
when  disposed  of  by  burning  in  the  open.  The  works  raised  its 
steam  by  three  vertical  coal  fired  Lancashire  boilers  and  the 
residues  were  experimentally  burned  in  small  quantities  in  the 
boiler  without  any  visible  effect  on  the  stack  plume.  The  intense 
boiler  heat  volatilized  the  inflammable  content  almost  immediately. 
All  residues  are  now  disposed  of  in  this  way  without  any  difficulty. 


(c)  Engine  Sheds. 

The  re-location  of  the  engine  sheds  at  Clydach  in  a more 
modern  housing  and  at  a greater  distance  from  houses  has  solved 
the  problem  referred  to  in  previous  reports.  No  complaints  have 
been  received  of  difficulty  at  the  new  site. 


(d)  Disposal  of  Tinning  Waste. 

A small  tin  recovery  plant  which  had  existed  at  Rhos  for  many 
years  was  re-located  in  the  disused  portion  of  the  steelworks, 
Pontardawe.  The  Rhos  site  with  its  low  stack  was  a constant  cause 
of  complaint.  The  process  involved  constituted  the  burning  of 
grc3.se  in  3 solid  st3te  in  order  to  recover  the  tin  content  which 
became  abstracted  in  the  grease  during  the  process  of  tin  plating. 
During  the  first  few  months  of  its  operation  at  the  new  site 
complaints  were  received  from  houses  to  the  north  east  of  the  stack. 
With  the  assistance  of  the  Alkali  Works  Inspector  and  the 
cooperation  of  the  operator  a satisfactory  discharge  content  was 

obtained. 


(e)  Burning  of  Waste  Material — Baran  Mountain. 

A large  industrial  undertaking  outside  the  area  has  found 
difficulty  in  disposing  of  large  quantities  of  in^a™a^ep  ™ 
necessarily  created  in  the  manufacture  of  its  products.  The  waste 
concerned  varies  from  plastic  form  to  a liquid  adhesive  surround. 
The  disposal  contractor  for  the  firm  has  ^sposmg  _ 

waste  bv  burning  on  a mountainside  on  the  border  but  outside  the 
Pontardawe  Rural  District  area.  The  inflammability  of  the  materia 
was  such  that  a thick  column  of  smoke  was  said  to  be  visible  by 
day  for  miles  around  when  the  material  has  been  burned  Farnicrs 
in  'the  area  have  complained  of  inconvenience  suffered  due  to  the 
nracto Sd representations  have  been  made  to  the  firm,  concerned 
b^he  E^rtment.  It  is  hoped  that  a satisfactory  solution  will  be 

found. 
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Air  Pollution  Recording  Results 


Month 

Deposited  Matter 
Tons  per  sq.  mile 

Mg.  of  SO  it  day  collected  by  100  sq.cm, 
of  Batch  A PbOl  ( louvered  cover) 

Council  Offices 
Pontardawe 

County  Yard 
Clydach 

January 

15.33 

1.13 

0.91 

February 

10.17 

1.03 

0.92 

March 

15.17 

0.77 

0.85 

April  ...i 

7.27 

0.84 

0.95 

May  ...i 

its  

0.58 

0.53 

June 

16.04 

0.37 

0.46 

July 

14.37 

0.37 

0.46 

August  . . 

6.77 

0.28 

0.34 

September  . . . 

6.97 

0.45 

0.49 

October 

22.81 

0.68 

0.74 

November  . . . 

28.81 

0.83 

0.62 

December  . . ., 

26.78 

1.03 

1.22 

* gauge  out  of  order. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(1)  Milk. 

Samples  of  designated  milk  have  been  taken  during  the  year 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  degree  of  pasteurization  efficiency  and 
their  freedom  from  Tubercle  Bacilli.  All  milk  sold  in  the  area  is 
designated  and  bottled.  The  manner  of  the  storage  and  distribution 
is  satisfactory  and  no  adverse  comment  is  necessary. 

Milk  Supply. 


(a)  Number  of  Inspections  made  of  Dairies  and  Milk 

shops  during  the  year 15 

(b)  Number  of  Dairies  which  were  internally  recondition- 

ed, new  floors  and  channels  in  cement  concrete, 
additional  windows  fixed  for  improving  the  lighting, 
ventilation,  new  stalls  and  troughs,  etc.  erected  Nil 

(c)  New  dairies  erected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

id)  Number  of  Dairies  limewashed  on  internal  surfaces 
of  walls,  and  interior  of  roofs  cleansed  as  the 
result  of  informal  action  taken  3 


Meat  Inspection. 

Slaughtering  has  continued  during  the  year  at  the  two  public 
and  two  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  area.  The  Department  has 
maintained  a 100%  inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered  and 
details  of  meat  condemned  and  the  reasons  for  condemnation 
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No.  of  Animals 
Slaughtered  & 
Inspected 

Organ 

Involved 

Disease 

No.  of  A 
Affec 
Cows 

nimals 

ted 

Others 

Weigkt 

Condf 

Cows 

Ob 

of  Meat 

;mned 

Others 

s.) 

Bovines 

Bullocks  47 1 
Heifers  484 

Cows/ Bulls 

377 

Liver 

Ascites 
Abscesses 
Bacterial  Necrosis 
C.  Bovis 

Cirrhosis  / Necrosis 
Distomatosis 
Hydatid  Cysts 
Peritonitis 
Telangiectasis 

21 

3 

1 

158 

102 

34 

35 

1 

33 

1 

1 

120 

264 

'? 

2 

198 

58 

14 

1,432 

732 

262 

197 

12 

264 

15 

16 
1,015 
1.440 

216 

14 

31 

1,332 

Lungs 

Abscesses 

Ascites 

Congestion 

C.  Bovis 

Emphysema 

Hydatid  Cysts 

Melanosis 

Pleurisy 

Pneumonia 

Tuberculosis 

34 

1 

1 

3 

42 

3 

1 

2 

39 

1 

1 

1 

14 

1 

18 

4 

4 

393 

6 

12 

50 

443 

26 

14 

28 

249 

14 

8 

14 

201 

14 

148 

45 

52 

Fat 

Necrosis 

1 

— 

6 

— 

Heart 

C.  Bovis 
Hydatid  Cysts 
Pericarditis 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

4 

8 

4 

Head  & 
Tongue 

Abscess 

Actinomycosis 

Ascites 

Actinobacillosis 

Tuberculosis 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

7 

5 

26 

52 

60 

30 

22 

30 

162 

158 

Kidney 

Nephritis 

Hydronephrosis 

Pyelonephritis 

Bruising 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

28 

4 

8 

6 

4 

Spleen 

Bruising 
Ascites 
C.  Bovis 
Peritonitis 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

5 

6 

4 

10 

Carcase 

Emaciation 

Peritonitis 

Tuberculosis 

Ascites 

1 

~l 

1 

1 

300 

10 

20 

420 

Tongue 

— 

1 

— 

6 
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No.  of  Animml* 
Slaughtered  & 
Inspected 

Organ 

Involved 

Disease 

No.  of  Animals 
Affected 

Weight  of  Meat 
Condemned 
(lbs.) 

Calves 

Kidneys 

Fibro  Plastic 

2 

576 

Nephritis 

i 

Liver 

Abscess 

1 

2 

Lungs 

Abscess 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

2 

3 

Carcase 

Immaturity 

i 

30 

Moribund 

2 

115 

Head 

Bruising 

i 

10 

2,562 

Tuberculosis 

75 

647 

Heart 

Pericarditis 

77 

54 

Liver 

Abscesses 

4 

14 

Cirrhosis 

5 

17 

Hepatitis 

5 

20 

Hydatid  Cysts 

2 

8 

Malformation 

1 

3 

Necrosis 

1 

3 

Parasites 

667 

1,029 

Lungs 

Emphysema 

17 

25 

Hydatid  Cysts 

1 

2 

Pleurisy 

7 

17 

Pneumonia 

609 

782 

Abscesses 

3 

8 

Congestion 

13 

25 

Parasites 

153 

97 

Liver 

Abscesses 

1,312 

554 

Cirrhosis  / Necrosis 

472 

621 

Rams  and  Ewes 

Hydatid  Cysts 

953 

1,927 

26,932 

Parasites 

8,211 

3,221 

Lungs 

Abscesses 

87 

103 

Congestion 

53 

38 

Hydatid  Cysts 

1,092 

1.871 

Parasites 

5,079 

3,542 

Pneumonia 

3,176 

2,917 

Heart 

Abscesses 

3 

2 

Hydatid  Cysts 

8 

6 

Pericarditis 

23 

18 

Kidney 

Abscesses 

6 

14 

Nephritis 

9 

24 

Carcase 

Abscesses 

7 

20 

Arthritis 

13 

78 

Bruising 

4 

149 

Dropsy 

1 

20 

Emaciation 

1 

20 

Moribund 

2 

62 

Total  Number  of  Animals  Slaughtered  and  Inspected  : 31,402 
Total  Weight  of  Meat  Condemned  : 27,145  lbs. 

(12  Tons  2 Cwts.  approx.) 


The  number  of  animals  referred  to  above  has  been  sufficient  to  enable 
the  Council  to  obtain  a grant  from  the  Ministry  towards  the  cost  of 
meat  inspection. 
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contained  in  the  table  appended  to  this  section  of  this  report.  The 
review  of  causes  of  condemnation  shows  there  is  an  increasing 
reduction  in  the  amount  of  meat  found  unfit  due  to  Tuberculosis. 
One  of  the  greatest  advances  in  animal  health  of  recent  years  has 
been  the  almost  total  elimination  of  this  disease  among  cattle  and 
pigs  brought  in  for  slaughter.  The  government’s  eradication  policy 
now  nearing  completion  has  been  responsible  for  this  marked 
reduction.  Extreme  vigilance  is  however,  necessary  during  meat 
inspection  in  order  to  ensure  that  the  occasional  case  is  detected 
and  dealt  with. 

Parasitic  diseases  are  in  the  main  responsible  for  the  condem- 
nation of  organs  and  it  is  quite  likely  that  veterinary  medicine 
aided  by  new  drugs  will  eventually  succeed  in  reducing  this 
incidence  also. 


Slaughterhouse  Regulations. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  announced 
during  the  year  that  local  authorities  would  be  called  on  by 
November,  1960,  to  report  on  the  condition  of  all  slaughterhouses 
in  the  area.  Such  a report  will  have  reference  to  the  slaughtering 
needs  of  the  district,  the  degree  in  which  existing  premises  fall 
short  of  the  new  regulations  and  whether  they  may  practicably  be 
brought  up  to  standard  within  reasonable  time. 


Food  Hygiene. 

There  is  still  nationally  an  increase  in  the  incidence  of  food 
poisoning.  The  increase  only  relates  to  the  number  of  outbreaks  or 
individual  instances  reported  and  in  no  way  includes  the  far  greatei 
number  of  unreported  outbreaks  which  are  dismissed^  by  toe 
sufferer  with  the  words  “I  must  have  eaten  something.”  the 
reduction  of  home  cooking  and  the  greater  dependence  upon  mass 
manufactured  foods  together  with  the  practice  of  depending  on  the 
restaurant  kitchens  standard  of  cleanliness  rather  than  the  domestic 
kitchen  all  play  their  part  in  increasing  food  poisoning  figures. 
Recent  work  indicating  the  presence  of  food  poisoning  germs 
present  in  such  commodities  as  dried  egg  also  underlines  another 
cause  of  increase.  The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  urges  heat 
treatment  and  “ control  ” of  these  infected  commodities  as  a major 
step  forward  towards  the  reduction  of  food  poisoning  incidence. 

Food  premises  in  the  area  are  regularly  inspected  and  matters 
which  need  attention  either  in  the  field  of 

are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  shop  owner  The  Department  has 
over  the  years  established  a sound  relationship  with  food  trader^ 
and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  in  every  instance  the  fullest 

cooperation  has  been  received. 


Page  Fiftytwo 


Number  of  Food  Premises  in  the  Area  by  Type  of  Business. 

Number  of  Shops 


Bakers  and  Pastrycooks  (Including  all  bread 

and  flour  confectioners) 12 

Butchers  (Including  Pork  Butchers)  46 

Coffee,  Milk  and  Snack  Bars  ...  15 

Confectioners  (Sweets  and  Chocolates)  138 

(Including  Theatres,  Cinemas,  Departmental 
Stores,  Newsagents,  etc.) 

Fishmongers : Wet  18 

Fried  21 

Fruiterers  and  Green  grocers  (Excluding  Stall 

Holders  and  Hawkers) 92 

Grocers,  Tea  and  Provision  Dealers  201 

Restaurants  and  Cafes  (Unlicensed)  19 


Icecream. 

As  with  milk  most  of  the  icecream  sold  in  the  area  is  supplied 
by  one  of  the  few  national  firms.  It  is  important,  therefore,  that  the 
local  retailer  handles  the  product  in  such  a manner  as  to  preserve 
the  high  standard  of  hygiene  which  characterised  the  manufacture 
and  delivery.  Loose  icecream  is  a thing  of  the  past  and  the 
prepacked  product  has  almost  entirely  replaced  it.  Retailers  in  the 
area  have  been  made  aware  of  the  regulation  which  requires 
icecream  to  be  re-treated  if  it  has  during  storage  risen  above  a 
certain  temperature.  This  might  well  occur  due  to  an  electrical 
fault  either  at  the  shop  or  over  a wider  area  which  rendering  the 
conservator  in-operative  would  allow  the  contents  to  rise  above 
the  permitted  temperature  level. 

Licensed  Premises. 

The  survey  of  licensed  premises  carried  out  in  November  of 
1958  has  provided  the  basis  of  operations  during  the  year  under 
review.  The  information  given  in  the  survey  has  been  the  subject 
of  discussion  with  the  owners  and  a number  of  premises  have  been 
reconstructed,  improved  and  redecorated. 


Unfit  Foods. 

The  following  articles  of  food  were  inspected  and  found  to 
be  unsound,  and  surrendered  voluntarily  for  condemnation  : 


Bacon  1 lb. 

Baking  Powder  1 Packet 

Bananas  30  lbs. 

Biscuits  24  lbs. 

Butter  14  lbs. 


Lemonade  Powder 9 Tins 

Lentils  1 lb. 

Marmalade 45  Jars 

Meat— Fresh 540  lbs. 

Meat — Frozen  24  Pkts. 
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Cake  

8 lbs. 

Meat — Bulk  Canned 

...369  lbs. 

Cake  Mixtures  

...3  Pkts. 

Meat — Canned  

221  Tins 

Candied  Peel  

....  6 Pkts. 

Meat  Pies  

16 

Cheese  

....  98  lbs. 

Mincemeat  Fruit  .... 

4 lbs. 

Chicken  

1 Tin 

Mustard  

...7  Tins 

Chocolates 

9 lbs. 

Nuts  

. 14  Pkts. 

Chocolate  Bars  

188 

Oranges  

54 

Chocolates  

19  cartons 

Pickles  

..  21  Jars 

Cigarettes  

810 

Soda — Bicarbonate  . 

...  9 Pkts. 

Cooked  Ham  

....74  lbs. 

Pickles— Sweet  

...43  Jars 

Cordials  

13  Bottles 

Pills  

. 18  Tubes 

Cream  

3 Jars 

Potatoes  

...50  lbs. 

Crisps  (Potato)  

...33  Pkts. 

Poultry  

1 Tin 

Currants  

....  10  lbs. 

Puddings  (Christmas)  ...  2 lbs. 

Cooking  Fats  

37  lbs. 

Rice  

...  15  lbs. 

Custard  Powder  .... 

..  13  Pkts. 

Salt  

. ...  7 Tins 

Dates  

. 4 cartons 

Sandwich  spread  . . . . 

. . 5 bottles 

Eggs  

...  2 dozen 

Spices  

. 13  Pkts. 

Flavours  

. . 2 bottles 

Stuffing  

.11  Pkts. 

Faggots  

200 

Sugar  

....  4 Jars 

Fish  cakes — Frozen 

49 

Syrup  

...  72  lbs. 

Flour  

....  40  lbs. 

Tins  assorted  

. . 449  tins 

Flour  mixture 

7 pkts. 

Tea  

....  7|  lbs. 

Fruit — Frozen 

3 pkts. 

Tobacco  

....  7\  lbs. 

Fruit  jars  

1 

Toffees  

..  22\  lbs. 

Fruit  canned  

....  509  tins 

Trifle  packs  

...  15  pkts. 

Fruit  lollipops  

36 

Vegetables — Frozen 

...17  pkts. 

Gravy  Browning  ... 

...4  bottles 

Vinegar  

. 9 bottles 

Herbs 

....  58  pkts. 

Icecream  

1 1 4 blocks 

Iced  lollipops  

36 

Disinfection. 

The  Department  has  continued  its  disinfection  service 
particularly  in  cases  of  tuberculosis.  Clothing  and  bedding  is 
collected  by  van  and  returned  as  promptly  as  possible,  terminal 
disinfection  of  the  room  concerned  having  been  effected  following 
removal. 


1 . Number  of  investigations  made  of  Notified  Infectious 

Disease  cases  

2.  Number  of  premises  fumigated  or  otherwise 

disinfected  

3.  Number  of  cases  where  clothes  were  disinfected  ... 

4.  Number  of  cases  where  bedding  was  destroyed  after 

Tuberculosis  
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Disinfestation. 

The  Department  has  again  dealt  with  numerous  types  of 
infestation  and  has  provided  a free  service  to  householders  and 
others  affected.  Insects  have  been  sent  to  various  laboratories  for 
identification  in  order  that  the  best  means  of  eradication  may  be 
employed.  Liquid  insecticides  are  varied  from  time  to  time  in  their 
chemical  content  in  order  to  prevent  in  so  far  as  is  possible  the 
development  of  resistance.  The  problem  of  resistance  is  indeed  a 
major  one.  It  was  found  that  over  a period  of  a few  year  flies  at 
a refuse  tip  in  Hertfordshire  were  capable  of  surviving  insecticide 
doses  20,000  times  stronger  than  that  which  would  originally  have 
killed  them.  Householders  who  are  suffering  an  infestation  are 
often  at  a loss  as  to  the  best  measures  to  take  and  the  Department 
publicises  its  services  as  widely  as  possible  in  order  that  the  public 
may  be  aware  of  the  facilities  available.  The  value  of  this  service 
to  our  residents  and  traders  is  far  in  excess  of  its  cost  and  it  is 
thought  that  this  fact  is  appreciated  both  by  the  Council  and  those 
who  seek  assistance. 

Departmental  Distribution  of  Disinfectants  and  Insecticides. 

Disinfectant  (Liquid)  66  tins 

Disinfectant  Soap  17  lbs. 

PART  II.— ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

In  accordance  with  the  Agreement  between  this  Authority  and 
the  Glamorgan  County  Council,  the  Report  annually  required  is 
herewith  submitted  on  the  administration  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950. 

1.  — Early  Closing. 

The  early  closing  day  varies  in  the  district  by  reason  of  traders 
having  exercised  their  legal  right  of  opting  for  the  alternate  day. 
The  exercise  of  the  above  right  has  resulted  in  a variation  of  day 
within  the  same  township.  The  community  however,  appears  to  be 
well  served.  Particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  ensure  that 
premises  open  for  the  sale  of  exempted  goods  do  not  sell  articles 
not  included  in  the  Schedule. 

2.  — Closing  Hours. 

Shops  within  the  area  close  according  to  the  times  set  out 
in  the  Act. 

The  hours  of  closing  permitted  by  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  operate 
within  the  area,  the  local  Closing  Order  of  1915  being  invalid,  due 
to  incompatibility  with  the  above  Act. 

3.  — Sunday  Trading. 

It  has  been  noted  that  small  shops,  particularly  those  where 
mixed  sale  exists  and  where  there  are  housing  estates  near  are 
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sometimes  tempted  to  infringe  the  Sunday  Trading  Provisions  of 
the  Act.  Visits  are  now  being  made  on  Sunday  to  various  parts  of 
the  area  in  order  to  ensure  that  statutory  provisions  are  complied 
with. 

4.  — Employment  of  Young  Persons. 

The  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  and  the  Young  Persons 
(Employment)  Act,  1938,  are  generally  observed  within  the  area. 
The  hours  of  work  of  these  young  persons  and  the  conditions  of 
their  employment  are  duly  investigated  during  routine  inspections. 

No  matters  affecting  young  persons  and  requiring  action  under 
the  above  Act  arose  during  the  year.  Liaison  with  the  Youth 
Employment  Bureau  has  proved  of  much  assistance  in  the 
administration  of  these  provisions. 

5.  — Authorised  Officers. 

Your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  first  Additional 
Public  Health  Inspector  are  Authorised  Officers  under  the  above 
Act. 

6.  — General  Observations  on  the  Year’s  Work. 

During  1959,  587  inspections  were  made  for  matters  falling 
within  the  Shops  Act,  1950.  , . 

In  order  to  ensure  that  the  hours  of  closing  and  the  provisions 
with  regard  to  Sunday  trading  are  being  observed,  visits  have  been 
made  during  the  evenings  in  the  course  of  the  year  and  in  general 
it  is  felt  that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  are  being  respected. 

IEUAN  LEWIS, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Shops  Inspector. 
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